THE    ISLAND    WORLD
in' her lap, she wept over it, saying, " Oh, what a
foolish woman was I to go out fishing and leave my
child ! Had I taken proper care of it this would
never have happened." Then she came out of the
house, and sat down at the foot of the enchanted
tree, and there she pined away and died.
But Bigmouth and Littlemouth still kept climbing
up, and they got so high and went so far that they
came to another world. And there they saw two
people grown together and quite blind. These two
had each ten yams cooking on the fire, and they
were also busy making a mat. Then Bigmouth and
Littlemouth, careful not to make the slightest noise,
crept up and each took one yam off the fire. And
presently the two people turning round to the fire
to ascertain if their yams were cooked, found that
two were gone. And the one said to the other, " I
have lost a yam; and the other answered, " So have
I !" However, they said no more, but went on
making their mat. Then Bigmouth and Littlemouth
ate all the yams but two, And when the blind
people discovered their loss, each accused the other
of stealing, and they began to quarrel; but their bad
temper soon passed off, and they began to dance,
wondering who had stolen their yams. Their dance
^was so good that Bigmouth and Littlemouth burst
out laughing. Then the blind people knew that
strangers were present, and at once put them down
as the thieves who had stolen their yams, and they
were very angry. But Bigmouth and Littlemouth
said to them, "Do not be angry with us, for we can
do you a great service. We will give you sight; and
although you are fast grown together yet we can
^eparate you," They then got some herbs and some
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